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THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 163

maintenance of the law. Thus the issue was fairly
joined. The scene in the Sacramento Convention
when the Sunday plank was read, baffles deserip-
tion. The four hundred and fifty delegates broke
into a vociferous shout; they clapped their hands,
stamped with their feet, threw up their hats, and
hugged each other in a delirium of joy. It was a
wild, insane spirit, on which neither argument nor
the testimony of Scripture would make any impres-
sion. We imagine it is just such a blind impetuous
spirit which is essential to the success of the Sun-
day movement.

The Democrats carried the election, and the Sun-
day law was in due time repealed. And now the
friends of the institution turn more vigorously than
ever toward the national movement which is work-
ing for the religious amendment.

In New York, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, the ag-
itation of the Sunday question has been remarkable.
In February, 1883, a correspondent wrote from In-
diana: “Almost every paper in the State is erying
out for Sunday law and Sunday reform.”

No less significant is the fact that the Sunday ag-
itation is appearing in foreign countries simulta-
neously with the Sunday movement in this country.
Who can explain the fact that Sunday seems every-
where coming to the front, except on the ground
that we have reached the time pointed out in proph—
ecy when such a movement should be seen? The
Chester (Eng.) Chronicle of July 9, 1881, reported
a meeting of 3000 persons in L1Vc1p001 in favor of
closing all public houses on Sunday. The Christian
Statesman of July 22, 1880, gave information from
England to the effect that a “Working-man’s Lord’s-
Day Rest Association ” had been formed there, and
‘that two of England’s pn‘m ministers, Beaconsfield
and Gladstone, had given their voice against the
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164 THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY.

opening of museums, etc., on Sunday. The same
policy 1s enforced by some, at least, of the English
in their dependencies. One of the first acts of the
Marquis of Ripon, who was made Viceroy of India
in 1880, was, according to the Christian Weekly, to
issue an order forbidding official work of any kind
on Sunday.

In France the question is also agitated. The Sen-
ate having occasion to consider some proposed
changes in the Sunday laws, an eminent senator,
M. Barthélemy Saint Hilaire, according to the
French journal, Le Ohristianism aw 19¢ Sidele, of
June 11, 1880, opened the eyes of his hearers by a
clear argument showing that the seventh day, and
not the first day, is the Sabbath of the Bible.

In Switzerland and Germany, also, this question
is before the people. In the latter country, accord-
ing to the New York Independent, a meeting was
held a few years ago, numbering some 5000 per-
sons, to encourage a more strict observance of Sun-
day. Many of these were socialists.

Austria, also, shares in the general movement. A
New York paper, in January, 1883, published this
1tem:——

“A telegram from Vienna, Austria, says: ¢ A meeting.
of 3000 workmen was held to-day, at which a resolution
was passed protesting against Sunday work. A resolu-
tion was also passed in favor of legal prohibition of news-
paper and other work on that day.””

To come back again to our own country, we have
the following singular circumstance to record: The
Lllustrated Christian Weelly of March 3, 1883,

spoke of the novel spectacle of a strike for religious
purposes, as follows :—

“A hundred men employed by the Chesapeake and

& 3 D av havo aote r - . 3
Ohio l‘htll vm)”]nn e struck, not for higher wages, but for
their Sunday.
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THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 165

There is a local Sabbath [Sunday] Committee in
many of the great cities, and an International Sab-
bath Association to secure the co-operation of other
nations. This Association has its offices in Philadel-
phia, Pa.

The churches can carry their point whenever they

can become sufficiently aroused to take general and
concerted action in the matter. David Swing, at a
ministers’ meeting in Chicago in 1879, held for the
purpose of deliberating in regard to a better observ-
ance of Sunday, according to a report in the Inter
Ocean, said:—
_ “Group together these churches,—Presbyterian, Meth-
odist, Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, and Catholic,
and they make up a powerful group of generals and sol-
diers. They can throw great armies into the field.
Whoever should hope to lift up suffering humanity with-
out asking the aid of all these heroes of old battle-fields,
would simply show how feeble he is in the search of
great means to a great end.”

Thus Protestants propose to act in concert with
Catholies in this matter, and profess no lack of as-
surance in regard to accomplishing what they under-
take. And so impatient are some to reach the de-
sired result, that they are even considering whether
they cannot regard the Constitution already Chris-
tian, and proceed to act accordingly, without waiting
for the religious amendment. Thus, Bishop A. Cleve-
land Coxe, D. D., writing on “National Christian-
ity,” in the N. Y. Independent of July 8, 1880, ex-
presses respect for the “integrity, piety, efforts, and
objects, of the National Reform Association,” but
thinks it would be conceding too much to the infidel
element to acknowledge that the Constitution is not
Christian as it now stands. He thinks the better
way would be to consider that it is already Chris-
tian, and then unitedly move against all opposing
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166 THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY,

influences. And he suggests that by the time the
centennial anniversary of the adoption of the Consti-
tution shall be reached, Sept. 17, 1887, a league shall
have been formed, embracing all Christians in an
organization which politicians shall respect and evil-
doers fear, and then such a celebration of the adop-
tion of “Our Christian Constitution” shall be held
as will cause the material splendor of 1876 to pale
before its moral grandeur, and make “AMERICAN
CHRISTIANITY as evident to the world as our other
characteristics are already.”

Something important may grow out of this sug-
gestion. It will at any rate be safe to say that we
shall see what we shall see. :

This notice of current movements would hardly
be complete without a glance at the seductive ap-
parent change of issue which is now coming to be
quite prominently brought to the front; and that is,
that the Sunday is not to be enforced as a religious
mstitution, but only as a ciwil institution; that to
enforce the keeping of the day as an act of religion,
would be to violate the spirit of the Constitution and
strike a blow at religious liberty, but that the State
has a right to enforce it as a “sanitary measure,” a
“ police regulation,” a merely “civil enactment,” and
with this seventh-day keepers must comply, or move
elsewhere.

The International Sabbath Association Recorder,
published at 19 So. Twelfth-st., Philadelphia, Pa.,
has for one of its mottoes these words of Adam

Smith:—

“The Sabbath as a political institution is of inestimable
value, independently of its claim to divine authority.”

Richard W. Thompson, when Secretary of the
Navy, in 1880, at a meeting of the New York Sab-
bath Committee, as reported in the New York Her-
ald of March 8, 1880, said:—
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“T take it there is no principle better fixed in the
American mind than the determination to insist upon
the conformity by foreigners to our Sunday legislation.
We are a Sabbath-keeping people. [Applause.] Men
say that we have no power to interfere with the natural
right of individuals ; that a man may spend Sunday as
Le pleases. But society has a right to make laws for its
own protection. They are not religious laws. The men
engaged in this grand work of securing the enforcement
of the Sabbath laws, do not want to force you into any
church ; for these gentlemen represent all denominations.
They want to make you observe the Sabbath-day as a
day of rest merely,—peaceably if they cam, forcibly if
they must,—only so far as it is necessary to protect soci-
ety. Destroy the Sabbath, and you go out of light into
darkness. A government without the Sabbath as a civil
institution, could not stand long enough to fall. [Ap-
plause.]”

* And yet with all these professions they find it im-
possible to’ conceal the fact that it is, after all, a re-
ligious observance which they wish tosecure. Thus
Mr. Thompson continues:—

“ Why are we 50 especially interested in Sabbath laws 1
Because there is no other government that depends so
much on the morality of its eitizens as ours. Here,
where we have a republic with its existence depending
on the mass of the people, it is necessary to have a gen-
eral observance of the Sabbath.”

The italics in the foregoing quotation are ours;
and we thus emphasize these words because we must
insist that the devoting of a day to cessation from
labor in obedience to a law of the State is in no sense
the “observance of the Sabbath,” even though the
right day were selected for that purpose. For the
very idea of the Sabbath is a religious idea. It is
derived from the word of God. There is no Sabbath

in any scriptural sense, except the day that God
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168 THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY.

made such by resting upon it. And when the day
is observed as a religious act, on the authority of
God’s word and as his word directs, the Sabbath is
observed, but not otherwise. Neither is compliance
with a State law to stop work on a certain day, in
any just sense the practice of ““morality,” unless the
State is the source of that grace, and civil laws are
moral laws. Yet Mr. T.’s language betrays the fact
that it is the “morality,” and the “ observance of
the Sabbath,” that it is intended to enforce.

The people of Louisville, Ky., in the call for a
mass-meeting, Feb. 10, 1879, “for the purpose of
securing a better observance of our weekly rest-
day,” endeavored to draw this distinction sharp, as
follows:—

“With regard to the Sabbath as a religious institu-
tion, we propose to do nothing whatever in this meeting.
We withdraw from the discussion every religious ques-
tion. Your attention will be called exclusively to the
Sabbath as a civil institution, a day of rest from labor
and public amusements, set apart for that purpose by
the immemorial usage of the American people and the
laws of the land.”

Mr. Joseph Cook, in a Boston lecture in May,
1879, claimed the same distinction. He said:—

“Sabbath laws are justified in a republic by the right
of self-preservation. . . . An important distinction ex-
ists between Sunday observance as a religious ordinance
and as a civil institution. American courts, while en-
forcing the Sunday laws, disclaim interference with re-
ligion,” ete.

Such a presentation of the subject will captivate
many minds, and lead thousands to act from a
standpoint of secular policy as they would not dare
to act from that of religious toleration.

Even the N. Y. Independent, after its scathing
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exposure of the inconsistency of the Religious Amend-
ment Movement, as given on p. 183, is, in its issue
of Jan. 4, 1883, carried away with this kind of
logic. The case calling out its remarks was this:
Certain Jews in New York City made application
for an injunction restraining the police from arrest-
ing them for pursuing their ordinary business on
the first day of the week, on the ground that they
were observers of the seventh day. The injunction
was temporarily granted by Judge Arnoux, but was
soon after dissolved, on the plea that the business of
the applicants would not come under the head of
“works of mercy or necessity.” The New York
penal code makes only this provision for observers
of the seventh day:—

“Tt is a sufficient defense to a prosecution for servile
labor on the first day of the week, that the defendant
uniformly keeps another day of the week as holy time,
and does not labor on that day; and that the labor
complained of was done in such a manner as not to in-
terrupt or disturb other persons in observing the first
day of the week as holy time.”

It is now argued that this is no ground for ex-
emption from arrest for Sunday labor; for such
labor is a violation of the letter of the law, and the
law does not presume that a man has a defense till
he makes one. Therefore, although a man is well
known to be a conscientious observer of the seventh
day, he may be arrested whenever found working
on the first day, and put to all the annoyance and
trouble of making a defense. And such a course of
action is defended as right.

To the question, Would not this be a hardship to
the Jews and Seventh-day Baptists? the Indepen-
dent makes answer that this is incidental to their
living in a community which makes Sunday the
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day of rest, and cannot be avoided without destroy-
ing the day of rest altogether.

Again it says that if the Sunday law “is not
equally well fitted to the Jews, as it is not, who form
but a mere fragment of the people, this is an incon-
venience to them which they must bear, and which
the law cannot remove without imposing a much
greater inconvenience upon a far larger number of
persons.”’

Now comes the distinction on the strength of
which these sentiments are uttered. Again we
quote: “If it [the Sunday law] enforced any kind
of religious observance upon them, this would be
unjust; but there is no injustice in requiring them
to observe Sunday as a day of rest in a community
in which, for good and suflicient general reasons, the
day is so observed. If they do not like it, we see no
remedy for them except in a withdrawal from such
a community.”

Notwithstanding such declarations, the general
reader will, we think, be able to look beneath this
woolly exterior, and discern the true nature of the
Sunday-law movement, and why it has seen fit to
array itself in sheep’s clothing. It will, without
doubt, be conceded by all that the present clamor
for Sunday legislation is owing entirely to the fact
that the great majority of religionists regard the
day as a divine institution, and its observance as a
religious duty. But some do not so regard it, be-
cause they understand that God has set apart an-
other day for the Sabbath, and does not require the
observance of this one; and when such are compelled
to observe the first day, in what position are they at
once placed? They are made to keep the day be-
cause others regard it as a divine institution, while
they donot so regard it, and to pay homage to a re-
ligious custom which they know to be false. They
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are deprived of one-sixth of the time which God
has given them for labor, and are thus robbed of
one-sixth of their means of support, if they live by
the labor of their hands, as most of them do, because
a stronger religion demands it, and the State con-
firms that demand. Is there not here religious dis-
crimination? Are not the consciences of one class
oppressed in the interest of another class? Is not
this an interference on the part of the State with
the spiritual freedom of its subjects? Is not this
religious intolerance and persecution for conscience’
sake? Such, in reality, it is, however much people
may try to disguise it by other names.

In a later issue, dated March 1, 1883, in reply to
the question from a correspondent, * Will you please
tell me how this has nothing to do with religion?”
the Independent says: “We can only repeat that it
is a great disadvantage to be in the minority. Peo-
ple there may be right; but they must suffer and
submit.” Every one, from the days of the apostles
down, who has suffered from religious oppression,
could testify in regard to the disadvantage of being
in the minority. But is this government, which
professes to guarantec to the weakest and humblest
citizen his just rights, now to take the position that
such rights cannot be secured unless he is with the
majority?

Again the Independent says:—

¢ All the State wants is that the citizens shall have
one day in seven for rest, not for religion.”

But can any one tell why the large majority can-
not “rest” just as well on the first day, even if the
small minority who keep the seventh day, go about
their legitimate and honorable occupation? If it is
“rest” merely that is wanted, does my work hinder
my neighbor from resting? But no! if you are
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seen at work, you shall be arrested. Therefore, it is
not simply the privilege of rest for those who desire
it, but a compulsory rest, whether you wish it or
not, because others desire that you shall rest as well
as themselves. Again we quote:

“1f they insist on so working as to interfere with the
rest-day of the majority, they must either move, or be
moved away. We are sorry, but there is no help for it.”

We know of no observers of the seventh day who
have the least intention or desire to interfere with
others in their observance of the first day. They
would religiously refrain from disturbing either the
private rest or the public devotion of any on that
day. But we apprehend that the very fact that
they do not keep the day, nor acknowledge its
claims, will be construed to amount to a sufficient
“interference” and “disturbance” to call for repress-
ive measures. Let them “move or be moved.”

The opposition to the religious amendment mani-
fested in many parts of the country, especially by
the liberal or infidel element, is thought by many to
be an insuperable barrier in the way of its success.
But if we mistake not, this is the very stimulus
which will excite its friends to such exertions that
it will ultimately be secured; for the opposition as-
sumes such an aggressive attitude that no neutral
groundisleft; an irrepressible conflict is precipitated ;
it must be victory or defeat of the most decisive
kind with either party; the government must be-
come nominally Christian or wholly secular.

Thus the National Reform Association set forth
the object they have in view by the second article of
their Constitution, which reads as follows :—

“The object of this Society shall be to maintain exist-
Jing Christian features in the American government, and
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to secure such an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States as will indicate that this is a Christian
nation, and place all the Christian laws, institutions, and
usages of our government on an undeniable legal basis
in the fundamental law of the land.”

On the other hand, in opposition to this National
Reform Movement, liberalisin sets forth its sweeping
demands in the following platform:—

“1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiasti-
cal property shall no longer be exempt from just taxation.

“2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in
Congress, in State Legislatures, in the navy and militia,
and in prisons, asylums, and all other institutions sup-
ported by public money, shall be discontinued.

“3. We demand that all public appropriations for
educational and charitable institutions of a sectarian
character shall cease.

“4, We demand that all religious services now sus-
tained by the government shall be abolished ; and espe-
cially that the use of the Bible in the public schools,
whether ostensibly as a text-book or avowedly as a book
of religious worship, shall be prohibited.

«“5. We demand that the appointment, by the Presi-
dent of the United States or by the Governors of the
various States, of all religious festivals and fasts, shall
wholly cease.

«@. We demand that the judicial oath, in the courts
and in all other departments of the government, shall be
abolished, and that simple affirmation under the pains
and penalties of perjury shall be established in its stead.

«7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly
enforcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall
be repealed.

«8, We demand that all laws looking to the enforce-
ment of ¢ Christian’ morality shall be abrogated, and that
all laws shall be conformed to the requirements of nat-
ural morality, equal rights, and impartial hiberty.

«9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of
the United States and of the several States, but also in
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the practical administration of the same, no privilege or
advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any other
special religion ; that our entire political system shall be
founded and administered on a purely secular basis;
and that whatever changes shall prove necessary to this
end, shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and promptly
made.”

The Inter Ocean of Nov. 16, 1880, reported the
proceedings of a convention held in Chicago the
day previous for the promotion of the ‘“seculariza-
tion” of the State. “By that,” said the report,
“they signify the exclusion of the Bible and all re-
ligious training from the public schools, and the tax-
ation of church property. A permanent organiza-
tion was effected.”

Thus while frequent conventions are held by the
National Reform Party, counter conventions are
held by the Liberalists ; and the forces are marshall-
ing on either side.

In the Richland Star of Dec. 4, 1879, published
in Bellville, O., an infidel wrote against the National
Reform Party, which had then recently held a con-
vention in Mansfield, O., concluding his remarks as
follows;—

“The lash and the sword have always proved poor
ambassadors of Christ. If we live up to our Constitu-
tion as it now is, we shall be good citizens, and have all
the room we care to occupy as Christians.”

To this writer a Mr. W. W. Anderson replied in
the next issue of the same paper in defense of the
Association, giving expression, in his remarks, to this
sentiment:—

“Either we are a Christian nation, or we are not.

Either our Sabbath laws, so essential to good order and
the welfare of all classes, are to be maintained, or they
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are to be abrogated. In the latter case, we shall wade
through blood, as Paris did when under infidel rule.”

These passages show that the contestants are

fully aware of the nature and magnitude of the
struggle upon which the Christian world is now
entering.
* A very marked and rapid change is taking place
in public opinion relative to the proposed religious
amendment of the Constitution. Some who were
at first openly hostile to the movement, we learn
are now giving their influence for its advance-
ment, and clamoring loudly for a Sunday law.
And some who at first regarded it with in-
difference, are now becoming its warm partisans,
As a sample of this change of feeling, the following
paragraph from the Christian Press of January,
1872, may be presented. The Christian Press is
the organ of the Western Book and Tract Society,
Cincinnati, Ohio, and its editor, speaking of the
National Association above referred to, says:—

«“When this Association was formed, while we were
prepared to bid it God speed, we did not then feel that
there was any pressing need for the object sought ; and
as our mission was specially directed to the Christianiz-
ing, enlightening, and elevating of the masses of the peo-
ple, we have said little in our colummns on the subject,
being assured that if the people are right, it is easy to
set the government right. The late combined efforts,
however, of various classes of our citizens to exclude the
Bible from our schools, repeal our Sabbath laws, and
divorce our government entirely from religion, and thus
make it an atheistic government,—for every government
must be for God or against him, and must be adminis-
tered in the interests of religion and good morals, or in
the interests of irreligion and immorality,—have changed
our mind, and we are now prepared to urge the neces-
gity for an ex plicit acknowledgment in the national Con-
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stitution of the authority of God, and the supremacy of
his law as revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments.”

The course of the Ezaminer and Chronicle, the
leading Baptist journal of our country, is another
case in point. When the movement for the religious
amendment of the Constitution was inaugurated;
this paper, alluding thereto, said:—

“We have wondered at the magical effects ascribed
to the sacraments according to high-church theology.
But turning a nation of atheists to Christians by a few
strokes of the pen, by a vote in Congress, and ratifying
votes in three-fourths of the State Legislatures, is equally
miraculous and incomprehensible. This agitation for a
national religion, officially professed, has for its logical
outcome persecution—that, and nothing more or less.
It is a movement backward to the era of Constantine ;
as far below the spirituality of the New Testament as it
is below the freedom of Republican America.”

But in 1879 the same paper, in an article on “The
Day of Rest,” changed its tone in reference to na-
tional action on this question, as follows:—

“By these and other considerations, therefore, we are
justified in holding that the spirit of the fourth com-
mandment, with all its divine sanctions and sacred priv-
ileges, applies in full force to the Christian day of rest.

o preserve it from profanation, to maintain its inesti-
mable privileges, to secure to all the sanitary, moral, fam-
ily, and civic benefits of which M. Proudhon wrote, as
well as the undisturbed enjoyment of religious service
on that day, is a duty which Christians owe at once to
their country and their God. And in this work gowv-
ernments should aid, within their sphere, in the interest
of public morals, and the general well-being of society.”

Again: the Universalist of Oct. 6, 1877, published
in Boston, Mass., contained a report of “The Massa-
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chusetts Convention of Universalists,” held in Wor-
cester, Mass., Sept. 25, 1877. In that Convention
a resolution ‘“heartily sympathizing with the aims
of the National Reform Association in secking a
legal recognition of God and his government,” was
introduced. The committee to whom it was referred
recommended its adoption. In the discussion which
followed, Mr. H. Kimball said, “ We may initiate a
religious war, of all wars the most bitter.” Dr.
Flanders said, “ There is danger in the resolution.”
Rev. Mr. Chambré said, “It is a reactionary move-
ment, hostile to the religious liberty whereof Uni-
versalists have been the special champions.” Rev.
G. W. Haskell said that ‘“the Association which
seeks the change in the Constitution only keeps its
Calvinism in abeyance. That will come in due
time if its gets encouragement.”

After all these plain utterances, a motion for in-
definite postponement was lost. A motion to strike
it out was lost. The motion to adopt was then car-
ried by a vote of 61 to 47.

This strange action on the part of the Univers-
alists may be attributed largely to the course of the
“Liberal League” in calling for the abolition of all
recognition of God and religion in State instruments
and operations, and making the government wholly
secular; for this is alarming the fears of all classes
of professed Christians, and arousing them to repel
what they consider the danger. Nothing can tend
more strongly to precipitate the conflict on the
Amendment question.

The tendency of religious opinion is still further
shown in the position taken by the Christian In-
structor the present year. Judge Black of Pennsyl-
vania, having argued before the House Judiciary
Committee at Washington, Jan. 30, 1883, against
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the bill “To Suppress Polygamy in the Territories,”
the Instructor said:—

“When distinguished jurists are taking such positions
relating to questions of Christian morals, is it not time,
is it not imperative, that the Christian people of this
nation should demand the religious amendment of the
Constitution? Many say, as they have been saying, ‘It
is best to let well enough alone.” It is becoming muni-
fest, however, that well enough cannot be left alone.
The silence of the Constitution is being interpreted and
used against the Christian institutions of the nation.
The Constitution must cease to be silent, and, by the
amendment, must unmistakably declare that this is a
Christian nation, and that its morality is the morality
of the revealed will of God. Only thus is it possible to
have our Christian institutions and usages permanently
preserved.”

Many have been waiting with no little interest to
hear Catholics speak on this question, querying
what position they would assume. An incident
which occurred in the summer of 1880, plainly fore-
shadowed their policy in this matter. At the time
referred to, S. V. Ryan, the Catholic Bishop of Buf-
falo, N. Y., issued a circular denouncing the profana-
tion of the first day of the week, and declaring that
none would be recognized as Catholics who would
not strictly observe the Lord’s day. He urged his
plea solely on the authority of the church, claiming,
truly, that the day was an institution of the church.
Notwithstanding this, the Christian World hastened
to welcome this new ally in the Sunday cause.
Publishing the remarkable document which appeals
to the ““ Blessed Mother” as witness to its truth, the
World urges the consideration and preservation of
the circular, and says:— ; -

“Tt would certainly furnish gi‘eat ground of graﬁtude
to every truly pious heart, if we might count upon the
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Roman Catholic ministers of religion as faithful allies in
the struggle.”

In reference to the Catholic claim that the Sun-
day institution rests wholly upon the authority of
the church, the World says:—

“The historical statement with regard to the position
of the Roman Catholic Church on the question of the
Lord’s day is, unfortunately, far from correct. . . .
And yet we prefer to waive an inquiry into the truth or
falsity of Bishop Ryan’s claims, and to congratulate our
Roman Catholic citizens and ourselves on the position
which some, at least, of the prelates of this church in this
country are disposed to assume.”

This is a remarkable position for & religious journal,
professing to be a defender of the truth, to take.
Here is an assertion put forth by the great Catho-
lic hierarchy—and Protestants are challenged to meet
it—which, if true, nullifies every claim of the first-day
Sabbath to divine support, making it simply a hu-
man institution, not binding in any degree upon the
consciences of men. In‘the face of such an assertion,
its truth is the first question to be settled. But this
Protestant writer proposes to waive all inquiry into
the matter, virtually saying, We care not whether
the claim is true or false, nor what the origin of the
institution is, nor upon what authority it rests, if
only we can have your assistance in trying to carry
our point, and enforee it upon the people. Gan any
one suppose that the fear of God and the love of the
truth for the truth’s sake, constitute the motive for
such a course of action?

With the anti-Sunday movements of the present
day, considering their associations, and the manner
and object in and for which they are carried for-
ward, we have no sympathy. They aim at utter
no-Sabbathism, freedom from, all moral restraint.
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and all the evils of unbridled intemperance,—ends
which we abhor with all the strength of a moral
nature quickened by the most intense religious con-
victions. And while the indignation of the better
portion of the community will be aroused at the
want of religious principle and the immorality at-
tending the popular anti-Sunday movement, a little
lack of diserimination, by no means uncommon,
will, on account of our opposition to the day, though
we oppose it on entirely different ground, easily as-
sociate us with the class above-mentioned, and sub-
ject us to the same odium.

Meanwhile, some see the evils involved in this
movement, and raise the note of alarm. The
Christian Union, January, 1871, said:—

“If the proposed amendment is anything more than a
bit of sentimental cant, it is to have a legal effect. It is
to alter the status of the non-Christian citizen before the
law. It is to affect the legal oaths and instruments, the
matrimonial contracts, the sumptuary laws, etc., ete., of
the country. This would be an outrage on natural right.”

The Janesville (Wis.) Gazette, at the close of an
article on the proposed amendment, speaks thus of
the effect of the movement, should it succeed :—

“ But, independent of the question as to what extent
we are a Christian nation, it may well be doubted whether,
if the gentlemen who are agitating this question should
succeed, they would not do society a very great injury.
Such measures are but the initiatory steps which ulti-
mately lead to restrictions of religious freedom, and to
commit the government to measures which are as foreign
to its powers and purposes as would be its action if it
should undertake to determine a disputed question of
theology.”

The Weekly Alta Californian of San Francisco,
March 12, 1870, said:—
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“The parties who have been recently holding a con-
vention for the somewhat novel purpose of procuring an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States rec-
ognizing the Deity, do not fairly state the case when
they assert that it is the right of a Christian people to
govern themselves in a Christian manner. If we are not
governing ourselves in a Christian manner, how shall the
doings of our govérnment be designated? The fact is,
that the movement is one to bring about in this country
that union of Church and State which all other nations
are trying to dissolve.”

The New York Independent, February, 1870,
spoke of the movement as having the same chance
of success that a union of Church and State would
have.

The Champlain Journal, speaking of incorporat-
ing the religious principle into the Constitution, and
in effect upon the Jews, said:—

«“ However slight, it is the entering wedge of Church
and State. If we may cut off ever so few persons from
the right of citizenship on account of difference of relig-
ious belief, then with equal justice and propriety may a
majority at any time dictate the adoption of still further
articles of belief, until our Constitution is but the text-
book of a sect beneath whose tyrannical sway all liberty
of religious opinion will be crushed.”

For a union of Church and State, in the strict
medizeval form and sense, we do not look. In place
of this, we apprehend that what is called ““the im-
age,” a creation as strange as it is unique, comes in,
not as a State controlled by the church, and the
church in turn supported by the State, but as an ec-
clesiastical establishment empowered to enforce its
own decrees by civil penalties; which, in all its prac-
tical bearings, will amount to exactly the same thing.

Some one may now say, As you expect thismove-
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ment to carry, you must look for a period of relig-
ious persecution in this country; nay, more, you
must take the position that all the saints of God are
to be put to death; for the imageis to cause that all
who will not worship it shall be killed.

There would, perhaps, be some ground for such a
conclusion, were we not elsewhere informed that in
this dire conflict God does not abandon his people to
defeat, but grants them a complete victory over the
beast, his image, his mark, and the number of his
name. Rev. 15:2. We further read respecting this
earthly powet, that he causeth all to receive a mark
in their right hand or in their foreheads; yet chap-
ter 20: 4 speaks of the people of God as those who
do not receive the mark, nor worship the image. If,
then, he could “cause” all to receive the mark, and
yet all not actually receive it, in like manner his
causing all to be put to death who will not worship
the image does not necessarily signify that their lives
are actually to be taken.

But how can this be? Answer: It evidently
comes under that rule of interpretation in accord-
ance with which verbs of action sometimes signify
merely the will and endeavor to do the action in
question, and not the actual performance of the thing
specified. George Bush, Professor of Hebrew and
Oriental Literature in New York City University,
makes this matter plain. In his notes on Ex. 7: 11
he says:—

“It is a canon of interpretation of frequent use in the
exposition of the sacred writings that verbs of action
sometimes signify merely the will and endeavor to do the
action in question. Thus in Eze. 24:13: ¢TI have puri-
fied thee, and thou wast not purged;’ 4. e., 1 have en-
deavored, used means, been at pains, to purify thee.
John 5: 44: ‘How can ye believe which receive honor
one of another;’ <. e., endeavor to receive. Rom. 2:4:
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¢The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance;’ 1. e.,
endeavors, or tends, to lead thee. Amos 9:3: ‘Though
they be Aid from my sight in the bottom of the sea;’ d.e.,
though they aim to be hid. 1 Cor. 10: 33: ‘I please all
men;’ i. e., endeavor to please. Gal. 5:4: ¢ Whosoever
of you are justified by the law;’ 4. e., seek and endeavor
to be justified. Ps. 69:4: ‘They that destroy me are
mighty;’ 4. e., that endeavor to destroy me. Eng.,
¢ That wowld destroy me.” Acts 7:26: ¢ And set them
at one again;’ 1. e., wished and endeavored. Eng.,
¢ Would have set them.””

So in the passage before us. He causes all to re-
ceive a mark, and all who will not worship the image
to be killed; that is, he wills, purposes, and endeav-
ors to do this. He makes such an enactment, passes
such a law, but is not able to execute it; for God in-
terposes in behalf of his people; and then those who
have kept the word of Christ’s patience are kept
from falling in this hour of temptation, according to
Rev. 3:10; then those who have made God their
refuge are kept from all evil, and no plague comes
nigh their dwelling, according to Ps. 91: 9, 10; then
all who are found written in the book are delivered,
according to Dan. 12: 1; and, being victors over the
beast and his image, they are redeemed from among
men, and raise a song of triumph before the throne
of God, according to Rev. 14: 4; 15: 2.

The objector may further say, You are altogether
too credulous in supposing that all the skeptics of
our land, the spiritualists, the German infidels, and
the irreligious masses generally, can be so far brought
to favor the religious observance of Sunday that a
general law can be promulgated in its behalf.

We answer, The prophecy must be fulfilled, and
_if the prophecy requires such a revolution, it will be
accomplished. But we do not know that it is neces-
sary. Permit the suggestion of an idea, which, though
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it is only conjecture, may show how enough can be
accomplished to fulfill the prophecy without involv-
ing the classes mentioned. This movement, as has
been shown, must originate with the churches of our
land, and be carried forward by them. They wish
to enforce certain practices upon all the people;
and it would be very natural that in reference to
those points respecting which they wish to influence
the outside masses, they should see the necessity of
first having absolute conformity among all the evan-
gelical denominations. They could not expect to
influence non-religionists to any great degree on
questions respecting which they were divided among
themselves. So, then, let union be had on those
views and practices which the great majority already
entertain.  To this end coercion may first be at-
tempted. But here are a few who cannot possibl
attach to the observance of the first day, which the
majority wish to secure, any religious obligation;
and would it be anything strange for the sentence
to be given, Let these few factionists be made to
conform, by persuasion if possible, by force if neces-
sary? Thus the blow may fall on conscientious
commandment-Kkeepers before the outside masses are
involved in the issue at all. And should events take
this not improbable turn, it would be sufficient to
meet the prophecy, and leave no ground for the ob-
Jection proposed.

To receive the mark of the beast in the forchead,
is, we understand, to give the assent of the mind
and judgment to his authontv in the adoption of
that institution which constitutes the mark. B
parity of reasoning, to receive it in the hand Would
be to signity allegiance by some outward act.

The number, over which the saints are also to cret
the victory, is the number of the papal beast, called
also the number of his name, and the number of a
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man, and said to be six hundred threescore and six.
The pope wears upon his pontifical crown, in jeweled
letters, this title:  Viearius Filii Dei,” «“ Vicegerent
of the Son of God;” the numerical value of which
title i1s just six hundred and sixty-six. The most
plausible supposition we have ever seen on this point
1s that here we find the number in question. It is
the number of the beast, the papacy; it is the num-
ber of his name, for he adopts it as his distinctive
title; it is the number of a man, for he who bears it
is the “man of sin.”  We get the victory over it by
refusing those institutions and practices which he sets
forth as evidence of his power to sit supreme in the
temple of God, and by adopting which we should ac-
knowledge the validity of his title, by conceding his
richt to act for the church in behalf of the Son of
God.

And now, reader, we leave this subject with you.
We confidently submit the argument as one which
is invulnerable in all its points. We ask you to re-
view it carefully. Take in, if thought can compre-
hend it, the wonderful phenomenon of our own na-
tion. Clonsider its location, the time of its rise, the
manner of its rise, its character, Satan’s masterpiece
of lying wonders which he has here sprung upon the
world, and the elements which are everywhere work-
ing to fulfill in jdst as accurate a manner every
other specification of the prophecy. Can you doubt
the application? We know not how. Then the
last agents to appear in this world’s history are on
the stage of action, the close of this dispensation is
at hand, and the Lord cometh speedily to judge the
world. Then an issue of appalling magnitude is be-
fore us. Tt is no less than this: to yield to unright-
eous human enactments, soon to be made, and thus
expose ourselves to the unmingled wrath of an in-

sulted Creator, or to remain loyal to our God, and
13
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brave the utmost wrath of the dragon and his in-
furiated hosts.

In reference to this issue, the third angel now
utters his solemn and vehement warning. To aid
in sounding over the land this timely note of alarm,
to impress upon hearts the importance of a right
position in the coming issue, and the necessity of
pursuing such a course as will secure the favor of God
in the season of earth’s direst extremity, and a share
at last in his glorious salvation, is the object of this
effort. And if with any it shall have this effect, the
prayer of the writer will not be utterly unanswered,
nor his labor be wholly lost.
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Eleep of the Dead. The Sinner'a Fate, The Law
of God, Whatthe Gospel Abrogated. OneHundred
FBible Facts ahout the Babbath, Sunday pot the
Sabbath. ‘“The Christian Sabbath.”  Why not
Found out Belore? A Sign of the Day of God,

CHOTGE JUVENILE BOOKS.

Sabbath Readings for the Home Cirele,
four valumes, eontaigns moral snd religious read-
iz for the household ; carefully
piled for the use of Sabbath-school and family libra-
Eiﬂ!i] No better books for children in the market.

ag

Put up in & neat box,

L]
unsh @, A bright, sparkiing book

rors the rmiﬁﬁvﬁmnlgnérimml of good sense, a:i‘d per-
feotly free from ** trash.’” 112 quarto pages, highl
embellished. 81, 55

Golden Grain A cholea collection of
instructive stories suited to the wants of children
from eight fo sixteen yéars and older, {llustrated
and beantifully bound in three volumes :—

The Hard Way, 160 pp.; The School-boy's Dinner,
160 pp.; Grumbling Tommy, 160 pp. Each,

Child's P Containing Little wlﬁ
s::‘\lill:s?hcr stories, tm beantiful lessons of tem-
gersnce and virtue. Bound in cloth, afid «ichly em-

osied in gold and black, 128 pp. ngh.

i I 82
i Bgﬁlﬂen Grains in Ten r‘”‘”‘:‘%”?.i:. Wpﬁmtl?

HEALTH PUBLICATIONS,

lain Facts about BmaL}.i.fe. A wise beok
treating ou delioate topics, for all ages, married and
gingle, Thisisa thﬂan book, highly commended
by the press and clergymen, pp: _81.50

Condensed edition, flexible covers, 75 ots.

selected, and con- A

Manual of Heelth and Temperar A
book brimful of fLforiustion on a hundred nseic. top-
fjes. Thirty-fifth thousand. Cloth. 256 pp. 75 ots,

Digestion and Dyspepsia. By J. H, Kellogg,
M. D, This work embodies the results of the author's
experience in dealing with all forms of the disease,
in all of its stages, and is a thoroughly practieal
treatise on this prevalent malady.

In oloth, 176 pp. cts,
Paper covers, g ots,
L Water in Health and Disease, giv-
ing ::’egl and thorough instruction respecting the
uses of water as a preventive of disease, and as a
lelun!;leJemedy. = -
n cloth, k cta,
Paper covers, 136 gg. g cts.

Lectures on_the Beiq%we of Human Life,
By Hylvester Graham. hree lectures of great
value which should be in the hands of ev ndi-
vidual. 174 pp. ots,

Diphtheria, A concise account of -the nature,
causes, modes of prevention, and most successful
mode of treatment of this now prevalent and fatal
disease

Board covers, with 4 colored plates, 84 pp. 25ots,

Aleoholic Poison; or, the Physical, Moral, and
Bocial Etfects of Rleohnl a3 a Beverage and as a
Medicine. The best compendinm of the temperance
question published, Its statements are brief, con-
cise, and to the point.

128 pp. 25 ots,

Paper covers,

Evils of %ionli e Dress, and How to Dress
Hn.vnlmlully.I Iiu.elwork considers the subject
of fashionable dress from a medical standpoint, and
thoroughly exposes its evila, It does uot stop here,

but points out an easy and acceptable remedy.
Epamel covers, . 40 pp. io cts.

gBopgd Volumes of Health Reformer, and

more pr al information of & vital charaster than
any other of their size. ' Each volume contains 350
pages of reading matter, well bound, $1.25

nger]]' ¢ A sclentifie discussion
of the uenﬂt 4 & table versus animal food.
Ultra notions »,

oided, and the subjects treated
are handled w or-
T Vs o A W
atSnd R pp- 16 ots,
Full of good thi;
The Hygienic System. 1;.!;&.
TRACTS,

8 cents ‘Wine and the Bible, Startling
Faots about Tobacco, o,

2 cents each, Pork. mﬁnmhrd 84
ments Atu.nromd. Alcoholio Medication.
five Arguments on Tobseco-Using Briefly A

1 untguga, Canses add Cure of Inte
Moral and Social Effecteaf Intemperance, -
Using a Canse of Disease. Tobacco-Poisoning
otiana Tabaéum. Effects of Tea and Coffee
Arguments ou Tea and Coffee,

36 gent Alcoholie Poison. Tobaceo
o monont gach

sm, True Temperance, A)
What is It? Our Nation's Curse,

OTHER LANGUAGES.

The Association has 49 different works in Danish
Norwegian, 36 in Swedish, 42 in German, 13 in
French, and 1in Holland, besides the regular peri-
odicnls in those tongues already noticed.

{7 Full Catalogues of all our publications, in
glish, and the various ‘Foraigg Lauguages,
nished free, on application.

For anything in this Oatalogue address,

REVIEW AND HERALD, .
- Battle Creek, Mich.
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